June 10, 2003

SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS
AND PREVENTION

(Mr. BURNS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to commend the House leader-
ship for bringing before us a resolution
to raise awareness and encourage pre-
vention of sexual assault in the United
States.

One person victimized by sexual as-
sault is far too many, but unfortu-
nately, one person on average is sexu-
ally assaulted every 2 minutes in the
United States alone. These can be our
neighbors, our friends, or even our fam-
ily members.

For these victims and for the people
who help them, this resolution salutes
them for survival. For organizations,
businesses and media, this resolution
promotes awareness of sexual violence
and strategies to decrease the inci-
dence of these horrific crimes.

Mr. Speaker, no one deserves to be
sexually assaulted. | encourage my col-
leagues to support this resolution, S.J.
Res. 8, on the House floor today.

————

MIGHTY DUCKS

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the Mighty Ducks of Ana-
heim for their spectacular success in
the 2002-2003 National Hockey League
season. Even though they did not win
the Stanley Cup this year, they came
into the playoffs as the seventh-best
team in the Western conference, faced
down their critics, and made it to the
Stanley Cup finals for the first time in
their 10-year history.

Sweeping the Detroit Red Wings in
four games, the Dallas Stars in six, and
the Minnesota Wild in four, the Ducks
proved that they were a serious con-
tender for the sport’s most coveted tro-
phy; and Jean Sebastien Giguere, the
Duck’s spectacular goal tender, was se-
lected as the most valuable player,
winning that trophy for his hard work
and incredible skill that gave the
Ducks their fire throughout all of these
playoff games.

Congratulations to my hometown
team, the Mighty Ducks. Thanks for
making this season a great one to
watch and for making us proud.

———

TRIBUTE TO AL DAVIS

(Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, today | rise to acknowledge
the passing of Committee on Ways and
Means’ staff member Al Davis who died
on May 30. Like so many of his staffers
that | hope are watching today, the re-
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gard that we as Members of this House
hold for you is unparalleled. You are
the ones who genuinely make the
trains run on time.

In the case of Al Davis, the informa-
tion he provided to members of the
Committee on Ways and Means as our
economist were not only quality statis-
tics but they were always reliable, a
fact that the media and our critics
often missed. It is people like this who
day in and day out provide us with leg-
endary support, and | particularly will
miss the volumes of data he provided
to me on the issue of alternative min-
imum tax.

He was a political warrior, like so
many who staff this Congress; but he
was also an individual who held great
regard for this institution and was
never disdainful of any of its Members.
Even those who opposed his ideas re-
spected him.

If we were offering a sitcom on the
life of Al Davis, we would have called it
“Humble Al.”” 1 never heard anybody
who did not find a compliment for Al
Davis, and those of us who would ac-
knowledge what he did when he whis-
pered in our ear vital statistics are for-
ever grateful for the service he ren-
dered. We all will miss Al Davis.

————
CHILD TAX CREDIT

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, House
Majority Whip Blunt said GOP Mem-
bers find no urgency to act for a child
tax credit, but there was an incredible
urgency in this House a couple of
weeks ago when we acted in the dark of
the night to extend an average $93,500
tax break to every millionaire in
America.

Then the gentlewoman from North
Carolina (Mrs. MYRICK) said, if we give
people a tax break that do not pay
taxes, it is welfare. Excuse me, some-
one who earns $27,000 a year pays $1,890
in FICA taxes. They pay taxes, regres-
sive taxes; and guess what, every penny
of those FICA taxes that is supposed to
go into the Social Security surplus, the
lockbox, that that side of the aisle used
to support, that the President used to
support, is being borrowed and being
mailed in big checks to the wealthy.
She may call that welfare; I call it Re-
verse Robin Hood.

————

NEXT GENERATION HISPANIC-
SERVING INSTITUTIONS

(Mr. RODRIGUEZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, on
behalf of our educational future of
America, | rise today in favor of H.R.
2238, a piece of legislation filed by the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. HINOJOSA)
that would allow an opportunity for us
to get additional resources for those
youngsters and those individuals
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throughout this country, Latinos, that
are attending the Hispanic-serving in-
stitutions to be able to get additional
resources to get their master’s and
their Ph.D.’s.

This bill will strengthen the His-
panic-serving institution programs by
establishing a competitive grants pro-
gram to extend graduate degrees pro-
gram opportunities for the Hispanic-
serving institutions.

The bill will support graduate fellow-
ships, services for graduate students,
facilities, and improve our college and
university faculty and technology. Cur-
rent law only provides for those that
are attending 2- and 4-year institutions
and not allows for master’'s and
Ph.D.’s.

It is important that we look at pro-
viding additional resources so that
these youngsters can go and obtain
their master’s and their Ph.D.’s. | ask
for my colleagues’ support on H.R. 2238.

——————

AMERICA’S INTERNATIONAL
STANDING IS BEING DAMAGED

(Ms. DEGETTE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, we have
now gone 80 days without finding any
weapons of mass destruction in lIraq.
Questions are mounting as to whether
the intelligence presented by the ad-
ministration was manipulated or delib-
erately misinterpreted to create a false
justification for the war.

Regardless of whether we supported
or opposed the war, this is a critical
issue. America’s international standing
is being damaged by this failure; and
more importantly, this issue raises se-
rious doubts about our intelligence ap-
paratus, and it raises potential con-
stitutional concerns.

I urge all of us to look carefully at
this lapse, and | urge Congress to work
in a bipartisan way to find out how this
happened and to take steps to ensure
that Congress and the American people
are never misled when it comes to the
issue of sending our American fighting
men and women into harm’s way about
the purpose and the extent of the prob-
lem.

————

AMERICA’S FAMILIES AND
CHILDREN ARE IMPORTANT

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
light of today’s news reports to really
thank Republicans for finally agreeing
with us that all children and families
of America are important, whether or
not they are wealthy.

Two weeks ago, these same Repub-
licans did not understand that lesson.
Two weeks ago, they sacrificed the
well-being of 6.5 million families, in-
cluding 12 million children, so that
they could pass tax breaks and divi-
dend tax cuts for their wealthiest
friends. Republicans thought that their
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